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Atapuerca Karst and its Palaeoanthropological Sites

De: Driega, Al {lsabel Ortega, Ana) 111, (2], Benito-Calvo, A [Benito-Calve, Alfansa) [1] ; Perez-Gonzalez, A [Perez-Gonzalez, Alfrede) [1]. carbonell, E {Carbonell, Eudald) 13]
;de Castro, JME (Berrmudez de Castro, Jose Maria) [, Arsuaga, JL (Luls Arsuzga, Juan) [4]
Editado por: Gutlerrez, F (Gutiemez, F) ; Gutlermez, M (Gutierez, M)
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LANDSCAPES AND LANDFORMS OF SPAIN
Coleeckbn: Weorld Geomorphological Landscapes R ) ,
Pagina: 101110 Recuento de citas al libro/capitulo en la
DOI: 10.1007/978-84-017-8626-7_8 Coleccion Principal y en toda la WoS
Publicade: 2014

Indexade: 2015-09-03

Tipo de documents: Article; Book Chapter

Abstract:

The Slerra de Atapuerca caves are located in the southern flank of an anticline farmed by Upper Cretaceous limestones and dolomites. These caves are malnly sub-horizontal
passages o water table caves recording palasedrainage frem south to north, roughly parallel to the anticline axis. In the zouth, groundwater recharge k& mainly assoclated
with fractures at the contact between Mesozole carbonates and the overlying Miacene marls, while the discharge area |s located to the north, in the headwaters of the Pico
River. The passages are arranged In three main levels interconnected by shafts and cham bers. These cave levels are perched areund +90, +70 and +60 m above the Arlanzon
River, colnciding with the relative heights of fluvial terraces. Eplsedic fluvizl downcutting led to the formation of successively lower karst levels and the entrenchment of the
upper condults under vadose conditions, Accescible dry caves were used by fauna and hominids, presenving an exceptional archaeo-palaeontolegical record spanning from 1.2
Myr until the end of the Middle Plelstocene. The sites of Elefante, Gran Dolina, Galeria and Sima de los Huesos have provided exceptional findings for understanding the first
steps of human evalution in Europe. These sites relate to the occupation of the anclent cave entrances and areas inside the cave.
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